
Middle School Student Feedback/Data – Summary by College of Education undergraduate pre-service teachers 
GEAR UP Event, Student Center Ballroom, Friday, April 12, 2013 
 
Index Card # Feedback/Data 

Index Card 1 1. Fun, Interesting, Entertaining 
2. Basketball, Anthony Davis 
3. Crowded, Fun, Close to Class 

Index Card 2 My students enjoyed listening about college, but not too many questions 
Index Card 3 

(Brittany Martin) 
Most of the kids were very interested in sports and academics here at UK. Three girls were 
very interactive in a conversation about science, expectations, & careers in the medical 
field. All of the students said they would be first generation college students. One student 
was a bit standoffish, but we finally got him to participate. We told him about the art 
program here at UK because he loved to draw.  

Index Card 4 Many kids had 0-few family members who went to college 
Interested in sports/clubs 
Like talking about funny profs 
Talked about class schedules 
Only one kid was standoffish, rest warmed up quite nicely. Tried talking about his interest 
& got a little bit more involved 

Index Card 5 Questions asked by students: 
When are your classes? 
Is it hard?  
Do you like college? 
(Paws?) 4 ability 
Food cafeteria? 
Dorms? 
Off campus living? 
Are there boys? 
Bench v. clinical scientist? 
Streaking? 
Campus life? 
Sororities and fraternities? 
Farm house? 
Safety concerns? 
 
Students were excited to hear about my experience @ UK & engaged in the conversation. 
They were truly excited about coming to UK today & loved the step show. 

Index Card 6 Most students have siblings in college 
They think UK is big 
The boys are interested in sports 
Some just think college is far away but they still want to go 

Index Card 7 
(Jenn Sine) 

Students seem very excited about UK and college in general. They seem to have a pretty 
clear idea of what they want to do. They asked really good questions about the University’s 
facilities. 

Index Card 8 They asked about sorority recruitment, if classes were hard, and about basketball. 
They were pretty shy and didn’t know much about UK or college in general. 
Perhaps their teachers could explain a little more before they come here. 

Index Card 9 
(Holly Ward) 

Children loved the UK bags. Would like to have UK pencil sharpeners 
Kids were interested in length of class 
Love the Wildcat! 
Great food 



Kids have lots of questions and interests in sports 
They liked seeing my student ID! 
A lot of the kids do not know what they want to be. It would be fun to have a career 
exploring event.  

Index Card 10 They know going to college consists of taking classes but don’t know much else.  
When they think of UK they think of Blue & Wildcats. 
Some of their parents have attended college… About half & half. Siblings either have 
attended college or are planning to. 
They would like to be anthropologist, engineers, vets, radiologists, etc. 

Index Card 11 Students are very shy but willing to share information about their interests and ideas 
Index Card 12 Questions they asked: 

Did you live on campus? 
Can you play sports at school? 
How many classes do you take in a day? 
What is the food like? 
How much do you study? 

I explained hour credit hours work 
I told them about the BCM and CSF. 
None of their parents went to UK. 
They all are interested in the health field. 
Some thought UK was too far from home. 

Index Card 13 Ask if they have any siblings in school. 
Start off with a group intro. 
Ask if they are involved on their campus in sports or clubs. 
Ask what they want to do when they are older and tie it to majors. 

Index Card 14 Big, hard, confusing 
Basketball, championship 
Interested in sports – basketball 
Fun 
A few, not many 
WKU, (Cali?) 
Computers, gym teacher, animals 
A lot of work, studying 

Index Card 15 Washington County 
1. Students believe classes will ultimately be harder 
2. Interest in sports (volleyball, football, cheerleading) May pursue into college 
3. A few students have interest in other schools; others prefer staying in-state/close to 

home 
4. Multiple students are interested in science and mathematics, some are undecided 

Index Card 16 Students said no one in their family had ever gone to college before. 
2 out of 5 students reported they were interested in going into forensic science fields. 
Most said they had not really thought about college before. 

Index Card 17 
(Lauren 

Morrison) 

Quiet, no one in family went to college, love sports 
From Monroe county 
Did not like school much 
They do want to go to college 
They did not want to ask any questions 
They enjoyed the App 
They like music & TV 

Index Card 18 
(Tiffanie Van 

1. The kids thought of classes and lots of work 
2. They thought of blue when thinking of UK 



Pelt) 3. One student was excited to be in the band. 
4. They didn’t have tons to say about college 

I’m glad they got this opportunity to gain more information about college. 
Index Card 19 7th Grade (BonneVille?) (? County) 

Questions about:  
What kind of work you do in college? 
What kind of homework? 
Are teachers strict? 
What is the earliest you can attend a class? 
How do classes work? 

A bit nervous about high school 
Not sure where they want to attend college 
Talked about reading interests / likes and dislikes 
Still indecisive 

Index Card 20 Interested in rules of campus – how strict are teachers? 
Talked a lot about daily schedule 
Not too interested in sports 

Index Card 21 We had to keep up the conversation and ask them questions 
Index Card 22 Students from Hardin County 

1. Big, a lot of people, confusing, stressful, social 
2. Basketball, championship, winners 
3. Interested in basketball & volleyball 
4. Campus life will be fun 
5. Players were impressive & tall 
6. Family members attended WKU, but most were 1st generation students 
7. Computer science, P.E. teachers, working with animals 
8. A lot of work & studying 

Index Card 23 The students from Clark Middle School seemed really eager and excited for college life. 
Most of them weren’t sure where they wanted to attend college, but they all agreed that they 
wanted to go. They were asking questions about the college course load and dorm life. All 
of them seemed to have an idea about their future careers. 

Index Card 24 What classes are like here at UK. 
Are you allowed to have pets in the dorms? 
Can you get in trouble in the classes? 
How can you play a sport at UK? 
How is K Week? 
What is the hardest language to learn? 
Whats your favorite class? 
Whats your favorite part of being at UK? 
What do you do during K Week? 

Index Card 25 Some wanted to go to military first. 
One was pretty much sold on UK. 
All wanted to go to college at some point in their lives. 
All have great career plans or are thinking about it. 
Are intrigued by the big lunch room! 

Index Card 26 1. College is going to be hard b/c middle school is hard enough. 
2. We think of basketball 
3. Yes 
4. It’s big & we might get lost. I’ll miss my friends 
5. No, but want to meet basketball team 
6. Cousin went to UK. Sister went to Western & (Ten?) 



7. Doctor, Eye Doctor, Lab Tech 
8. Lots of paper work 
9. Don’t really know, go to school??? 

Elizabeth 
McMahon 

I hope this is okay, but given my schedule (far away from Taylor Ed) it was just easier to 
email you my thoughts on the Gear Up lunch. If you'd still like these notes on a flash card or 
in writing, please let me know and I'll be happy to get those to you. My notes are below. 
Thanks so much for a little extra time. As I mentioned, a math professor of mine 
coincidentally asked me to help out with the geometry event right after the lunch, so I didn't 
have any time to think through or write down my notes.  
  
Overall I thought the opportunity to speak with the students was great. I really enjoyed 
myself and I think the kids did too. I sat with 6, 7th graders from Hart County. There was a 
mix of quiet and outgoing personalities so I worked to keep everyone involved in the 
conversation. I was asked by a big sports fan if I knew or had met Anthony Davis. My 
response was that I had seen the basketball players eating at Blazer cafe before, but that was 
the extent of it. He went on to explain that he wanted to play basketball for UK. One student 
asked about an aviation program and I told him I wasn't sure if UK had one, but I knew 
EKU has one. The students commented on how good they thought the food was and how 
much they enjoyed the step show. They were very impressed with it. I worked to explain to 
them how impressive it was that President Capiluto came to speak to them. That brought up 
a conversation about the University and all of the Colleges that were part of it. We  
spoke about the dorms and I explained the differences between some of the dorms with suite 
style rooms versus communal style floors. At one point we went around the table and shared 
what the students would major in if they had to decide right away. I got answers including  
medicine, education, aviation, and kinesiology. 

 


